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Tiivistelmä-Referat-Abstract
The study is aimed at clarifying the developments of political participation of the Romani minorities in European countries since 1989. The main
argument in the study is that since the early 1990`s several processes and developments have contributed to an increasingly evident
pan-Europeanization of Romani minorities.
The study examines the issue from two angles. Firstly, the efforts to bring about a more active Romani participation in issues affecting them are
considered, as well as the resulting developments in the political participation of the Romanies and the difficulties encountered in this work.
Some consideration is also given to the growing perception of the Romanies as a political factor in their countries of residence, even if the
hardships of life and marginalization still experienced by the Romanies would not necessarily suggest that. Secondly, the increasing international
interest in the affairs of the Romanies is described. This interest has manifested itself in the agendas of all main European-level legal bodies and
in the active foreign and national policies of many European countries. This part of the study also describes the most important steps taken by the
international community, the adoption of the Copenhagen criteria in the EU enlargement process indicating the great importance given to the
improvement of the situation of Romani minorities in the accession countries and the founding of the European Roma and Travellers Forum
being perhaps the most notable of these.
The greater part of the space is used in describing developments taking place in the so called transition region. As the majority of Romanies
reside in that geographical area, the construction of a trans-national minority has drawn a lot of attention to the phenomena witnessed there. The
commitment of many Western European nations - not the least that of Finland - proves, that the issue must logically and necessarily also be seen
as a European one, reaching beyond the geographical area of the transition region.
The primary sources used in this study consist mainly of official documents of intergovernmental organizations. Other source material is
composed of research literature and selection of conference papers and other document produced by a wide range of relevant actors.
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